
On Friday 14 March 2008 The Whitehorse Business Group
hosted a banquet dinner at which we were named the 2008
winner – Best Overall Business. In addition we received the
award for Best Medium Sized Business.

We felt privileged to win the award outpointing larger
businesses including a bank and hospital.

30 years ago it would have been highly unlikely that a law
firm would have won a “business” award.  Law was
considered a profession - “business” was for entrepreneurs.
So anti business was the legal profession that law firms
could not advertise.  For example lettering of external
signage visible from law offices was limited to a height of 
2 inches or 5cm lest the sign could be interpreted as touting
for business.  

Law firms have been reluctant to adjust to the requirements
of the business/commercial world but today without a
business focus law firms now would have difficulty
surviving.   Robinson Gill has, over the past 10 or so years
gradually adjusted to the changing commercial world and
this award is very satisfying for the partners and staff all of
whom have contributed to the transition of merging a
“business” with a profession.  

Our sincere thank you and acknowledgement to all of our
staff & a special thank you to all of our loyal clients.

We hope to continue in our stride and develop our firm to
offer high quality legal advice in an efficient and “value-for-
money” manner.
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Significant changes concerning the distribution of property
following the breakdown of a defacto or same sex
relationship (known as a domestic relationship) are expected
to come into force this year.

Whilst it remains unclear as to if and when defacto couples
will have their rights determined under the Family Law Act in
the same way a Court determines the distribution of assets
following a marriage breakdown, a new Victorian Act known
as the Domestic Relationships Act will come into force by
December 2008.  The thrust of the new legislation will be to
treat property disputes of those in a domestic relationship in
a very similar fashion to those in a marriage.

In broad terms, the Domestic Relationship Act will:

1. allow people in a domestic relationship to register their
relationship at the Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, and in some cases the relationship will be
recognised even if the parties are not living under the
same roof;

2. allow people in a domestic relationship to register an
agreement known as a relationship agreement setting out
how property is to be distributed should the relationship
fail, which unlike current cohabitation agreements will be
legally enforceable as a contract;

3. enable domestic partners (in some circumstances) to
make a claim against the deceased estate of their former
partner.  The success of such a claim will depend upon
whether adequate provision has been made for the
surviving partner;

4. allow a domestic partner (in some circumstances) to seek
support in the form of maintenance from their former
partner;

5. in assessing the partner's right to a share of the property,
will require that a court considers the future needs of the
parties, such that a former partner in receipt of a lesser
income and having children in their care for example, may
receive a greater share of property, than under the current
legislation.

Whilst splitting of superannuation cannot occur under State
legislation, should the Commonwealth Government enact
legislation bringing the determination of defacto property
disputes under the Family Law Act, superannuation
entitlements will also become splittable between the former
defacto partners.

When and if a person should issue court proceedings will
depend upon the standing of the various pieces of legislation
at the time.  For further information and advice, please
contact our office, and one of our family lawyers will assist.
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